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Welcome to our March Newsletter and the beginning of the summer season. We
have been blessed here in Ireland with unprecedented sunshine and high
temperatures for the past two weeks and long may that continue! The sun also
shone for St. Patrick’s Day parades throughout the country, which ensured very
enjoyable celebrations after two years of cancellations due to Covid.
Practically all travel related Covid regulations and requirements have been lifted
now in Ireland. Travellers to Ireland are no longer required to show proof of
vaccination, proof of recovery or a negative PCR test result upon arrival. Also,
the requirement for completion of Passenger Locator Forms has now been lifted.
We are united in disbelief at the events that have unfolded in Ukraine since 24th
February. We have all witnessed the utter devastation and unprecedented
forcible displacement of millions of people, mostly women and children. Ireland
has stepped up to the mark very quickly and any Ukrainian citizens who comes
to Ireland will be provided with initial supports and services. There has been an
outpouring of voluntary offers of help too to support those who will call Ireland
home, for as long as that might be needed.
Charlie Bird, a former chief reporter with RTÉ, was diagnosed with motor
neurone disease in 2021 and since his diagnosis, Charlie has received an
outpouring of support nationwide. With this in mind he set up a campaign to
climb Croagh Patrick, Co. Mayo - ‘Climb with Charlie’ to both raise funds for two
charities close to his heart - Irish Motor Neurone Disease Association and Pieta,
Ireland’s national suicide prevention charity but also to show support and
solidarity with those who climb mountains every day due to their physical and
mental health challenges. On 2nd of April, individuals and groups are taking part
in climbs and walks across Ireland with 164 climb locations confirmed to date.
See Climb with Charlie for more information to join/organise your own climb be
it in Ireland or abroad.
Last June, at our Facebook live Poetry event, we launched our Planned Giving
Campaign and we would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who
have signed up and donated to date. We are humbled by your kindness and
generosity and as a gesture of goodwill we are organising a Friends of Safe
Home Ireland ‘complimentary and thank-you concert’ with our Ambassador,
Seán Keane, in December – more information to follow on that in the coming
months!
Other upcoming events include a Home to Mayo 2022 event in Mulranny, Co.
Mayo on 2nd May, which will also include a guided walk on the Greenway, a talk
on emigration and a concert with Seán Keane that evening. One week later on
12th May in the Ardhowen Theatre, Enniskillen there will be another concert with
Seán Keane and local band Tully – please follow our social media channels for
updates on both or contact our office for more information too!
Until next month, take care, stay safe and keep in touch from Karen and
all the staff and board of Safe Home Ireland

Carer’s Support Grant – Ireland
The Carer’s Support Grant (formerly called the Respite Care Grant) is an annual payment (current rate
is €1850) for carers who look after certain people in need of full-time care and attention.
Carers, in receipt of, or entitled to receive, Carer's Allowance , Carer's Benefit or Domiciliary Care
Allowance on the 1st Thursday in June are paid the Grant automatically on that date.
However, a carer, not in receipt of one of the above payments may still qualify for a ‘standalone’
Carer’s Support Grant. The ‘standalone’ CSG is not means tested and applicants do not have to
meet strict Habitual Residence Conditions to demonstrate that they have cut all ties abroad and intend
to remain in Ireland. In this regard, the standalone grant may be relevant to some people who have
returned to Ireland on a temporary basis to care for a family member.
To qualify for the CSG, the carer must;
 be aged 16 or over
 be ‘ordinarily resident’ in the State – please see below for more clarity on this
 care for the person on a full-time basis
 care for the person for at least six months. This period of care must include the first Thursday
in June
 live with the person they are looking after or can be contacted quickly by a direct system of
communication (for example, a telephone or alarm) between their home and the home of the
person they are caring for
 not be employed or self- employed for more than 18.5 hours per week
 not be attending a training or educational course for more than 18.5 hours per week,
 not be in receipt of Jobseeker's Benefit or Allowance or be signing for credited contributions
 not be living in a hospital, convalescent home or other similar institution
 be fit to care.
To apply: The application form for the Carers Support Grant ( CSG1) is available online or by
contacting the Carers Section in Longford; Tel: +353 4333 40000 Email: respitecare@welfare.ie
Website: HERE
Meeting the ‘ordinarily
resident’ criteria for
Carer’s Social Welfare
payments
The Carer’s current home
must be deemed to be in this
State, albeit temporarily for
caring responsibilities.
Determining whether a carer
is ‘ordinarily resident’ in
Ireland requires that all the
circumstances of the
particular case(s), including
the valid right and purpose of
the immediate residency
requirement be considered in
order to build up an overall
picture of the Carer’s position
in Ireland.

Global Health Insurance Card – UK
In post-Brexit Britain, for most people, the UK Global Health
Insurance Card (UK GHIC) replaces the existing European Health
Insurance Card (EHIC) for new applications.
You can use the GHIC to access medically necessary state-provided
healthcare when you are visiting an EU country or Switzerland.
Medically necessary healthcare means healthcare that cannot
reasonably wait until you come back to the UK. Whether treatment is
necessary is decided by the healthcare provider in the country you're
visiting.
If you have an existing EHIC, it will remain valid until the expiry date
on the card. You can apply for a new card up to 6 months before
your current card expires. There is no charge for the GHIC.
Applications can be made online via the NHS website; HERE
Note! If you are planning to travel and would like cover, ensure to
apply for your card in time, as it is currently taking longer than usual
to process applications due to high demand.

Police Checks/Garda Clearance requirement by social housing providers in Ireland
* For Safe Home Ireland Social Housing Applicants*
We are once again highlighting the fact that most Local Authorities and social housing providers in Ireland
will require prospective tenants to have Police/Garda clearance (or the equivalent, depending on the
country you are currently living in).
These checks can often take some time to be carried out. For example; In the UK, the relevant clearance is
known as a Subject Access Request (S.A.R) and can take up to 30 days to be processed. There is no
charge for the S.A.R, applications, whether online or by post
When you submit a S.A.R application you will need to include copies (not originals) of at least two different
documents which confirm your identity, current address and signature. These could be:



A passport or driving licence which shows your date of birth and signature
And IF you have lived at your current address for less than 10 years, a utility bill, bank, mortgage
or credit card statement which is dated within the last six months and which shows your current
address

More information on UK Subject Access Requests, including the application form can be obtained via:
www.acro.police.uk; To request an application form; Tel: 02380 47 9920
Email: customer.services@acro.pnn.police.uk Applications can be made online or by post.
Please contact the Safe Home office if you are having difficulty with the application process,
we may also be able to facilitate your application for a S.A.R online
Some people may already have police clearance* or the equivalent, if you have this and want to give your
housing application the best chance of being successful, please forward to our offices to include on your
housing file. *The clearance must have been carried out within the past 12 months*
Important Note! In our experience of dealing with Housing Associations throughout the country,
particularly in most recent times, only applicants who have recent police checks/equivalent will be made
offers of accommodation. We understand that some applicants may have difficulty in applying for the
required checks so please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any queries whatsoever.
The application procedures will of course be different depending on what country you are based in, so, you
may need to research things for yourself in your host country. If you live close to an Irish Welfare & Advice
Centre abroad, they too will be happy to offer assistance.
Returning to Ireland – Registering with a GP
There is a shortage of doctors in general practice in many areas in Ireland at present. In cities, GPs cannot
SA
cope with the level of demand and in rural areas, there are simply not enough GPs in practice. This can
cause a big issue for people moving home, where GP practices state that they are either “not taking on
new patients” or are operating a waiting list system for new patients.
For GP visit card/Medical Card applicants who run into the difficulties as outlined above, if they can
give details of 3 GPs/practices that they have tried and failed to register with, the HSE will have to allocate
a GP to them.
For private patients seeking to register with a GP when they move here, there is no assistance in terms
of the HSE allocating a GP, it will be a case of ‘shopping around’. Some practices may offer a ‘walk in’
service so this is worth exploring too.
See HSE for more information – HERE

Census 2022 – Ireland
The census is a count and account of everyone in Ireland on census night, which will take place on
Sunday 3rd April. A Census Enumerator will deliver a census form to homes between 28 February
and census date and they will return to collect completed census forms between 4 April and 6
May.
Census 2022 has a new feature – the ‘Time Capsule’. Completely voluntary, the Time Capsule is
a dedicated space at the end of the census form for you to leave a message – for your
descendants/future generations/historians. Your message can be about anything you want, to
anyone you want.
If you have difficulties with any aspect of the Census form, speak to the Enumerator when they
come to collect the form or Tel: LoCall: 0818 202204; Email: census2022@cso.ie

